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SURVEY OF EUROPEAN TELEVISION

Television i¢ uew a solidly established medium of communication in
Eunrepe. Only Portugal, Greece and Yugoeslavia Jack operating systems
or sxperimental stations and firm plans for future development. Traas-
mitter and receiver mamsfacturers supply the equipmeni demands of the
burgeoning indusiry. Lets are generaily expensive, beyoond thy reach of
the average {amily, but prices are rapidly declining.

Following ~ - Bzititl; initiative, Europsas countries are leaning toward
comraercial tﬁaviﬂa&, even m those couniries where the radio sysiems
have tr&éit;mliy been Siate owned,

& most promising pMmmm of European television is Eurovision--

& cooperative astwork which is capable of broadcasting “live" programs
and syndicating fllmed programs to twanty million viewers in eight
conntries. {Britain, France, Italy, Switzerland, West Cermany, Denmark,
the Netherlands and Belgium).

The following is a country-by-countcry ataius report:

Deepite much effort and publicity since 1953 Anstrian television is
still in the experimental stage. Responsibility ior ielevision is shared
by the Austrian Post sud Telegraph Administration and the Ausirian broad-

Approved For Release 2000  : CIA-RDP78-01634R000300030095-2




Approved For Releage 2000/08/27S:EERET3P78-016343000300030095-2

casting system. The price of aa inexpensive TV set is from $230 to s27¢,
approximately 24 to 28 weeks earnings of the "average” wage sarner. Pro-
- duction of recsivers was siarted before October 1954, primarily to receive
German and “wiss programs. ~ The difficulty of {inancing held back develop-
ment of facilities. One problem is whsther to use the money appropriated
by the State for the establishimen: of & micro-wave relay system or for
bullding transmitters. ig of ) August 1955 .- Austrian radio began to
transmit a short TV iext program three times 2 week from Vienma, Lins,
Saluboryg mﬂ Graz ~vmwen, Regular broadcasts cannot be expecisd before
the end of 1956. Contzary to the practice in other Eurapean ca@u&ri&a,
Austria plans to broadcast frem the start not Just a few hours, but 20 hours
of prograzs each week.
The question of Commercial television in Austrix has not been resclived.
There is no definite information on the sumber of eets.

!

i, #» the Czechs propose, their stacion in Bnﬁ-hm: ig programomed
for Vieuns and Ean;,m Austria, steps sbould be iaken promptly to limis
as {ar as possible its pro-communist eifectiveness.

Belgium
There are four operating stations in Belgiurs, blanketing the country

and overlappiag inio Hollasd and France. Broadcasts are in French an

twe mtima;ﬁamuh on the others --~.

o2~
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Belgisn television is & Government monopoly on an experimental basis.
As yet there is 50 special tax on sets, but all purchasers whe do not ulregéy
pay the radio tax {radio is also & government cperation) must do so when
buying their set. Earovision greatly stimulated laterest in television and
the number of sets in Balgmm is now eatimaied at 40, 300,

Postal suthorities are weighing the introduction of commercial television
along the lines of the British Independent Television ﬁﬁ:tharity network.

DBenouark

Currently thern is ons televizion trangmiiter in oparation in CW@,
with seven raore statious proposed. The Siate operates the station with
prégrmming emphasiz on sducation rather than entertainment. Al
telavialon sets are licensed separately fram radio receivers.

With & spacial relay from Hambuarg, Denmark bas participated in
Eursvision. The {mpaci on the public was impresasive, and has resulied
in increased interest. Editorials ia Danish newspapers marvelled that
"t in poskible for 20,000,000 pecple in Europe to view the same events
at the same time, and at the time they happened”. It is through Denmark
that Exrovision will mr.tamﬁy reach Scandanavia, and hepefully, Finland.

The estimated nurnber of sets is between 30, 000 and 40, 030,
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Pimland

It is expected that the state- controlled Finnish Radio Company will
asncance 2t any time iie inteation to begin television broadeasting in the
summaer of 1956, ﬂagaﬁatimé are now under way to purchase an RCA
transmitter snd British stodio equipment. Thus Finland seems to be on
the road to Western television, with eveatual tie-in with Enrovision.

The pictare was sot alwidys so promising. The Soviets have made 2
deternined effort te force the Finne inte accepting Soviet standaxds and
service. A station in Tallia hap been bearing programs in Fianish to

-5

Helsinki, caly 353 miles across the water. Soviet recsivers have ‘lwanigﬁ, i
Hfeced £ pacrfos reiso i drldind Tonlay oopiecited oo Jofta s
Finnish officials. At this time some 5, 000 Russian sets are in the castomse
heouse in Halzinki. In private conversation Finnish officials have indicated
that prokibitive prices will be imposed on the Soviet seis. A very recent
report, however, indicates that the government may release some of these
sets (about 650 in the first relesse) for sale at prices lower than similar
Western sets. Thus the danger of & double standard existe. Znd it is trus
that Westers seis can also be modiiied to receive Soviet signals, but such
alierations are expensive and would not likely be general.

In spite of the above the "battle” of Fionish ielevision has heen resoived
in faver of the Wesl. The release of Soviet sets has been delayed until after

the anacuncement that Finland will have its own independent system. The

¥inns bave quite {rackly siated that they want help <acs thelr basic station
A
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ia established. The Department of State and USIA have informed the Embassy
in Helsinki that preseat support should be limited to program materials which
can successfully compete with the Soviet station in Tallin. Once the ¥inns
have sstablished their own station in Helsinki, the United States is ready

to aid in the expansion to & couatry-wide system. If the Eoviets exert
pelitical pressure, or underbid in as attempt to delay 8 Western-orienied

station, the United States would consider iaking 2 more active role.

it P
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SECRET

France

Freach televizion is & government operation under the jurisdiction
of Radiediflusion-Television Francsise. There are seven stations in
operation, three more mnder consiruction a;zé nine p;apnsa&. It iz estimated
that there ’au‘ gver 125,008 receivers in the ceuntry, plus 4 large number
meeeon o nw ot officially registered. RTY is active im Eurovision.

At this time Freach television is :WM by annual goverament

appropriation rather tham by direct sllocation of license fees or by

advertising. For this and other reasons the pru;ﬁsis are not the best,

hence t!u gﬁﬁhtiﬁﬂpj Pover the border” telecasts {reen Belgiuwrm, Monaco
and the Saxy. These peripberal stations carry a large airxwut of advertising
beamed into France., Natarally, ¥reach advertising circles are fealous

of this lucrative market, which they feel belongs to them. In October 1955,
it was announced that the National Press Federation is contemplating the
establishraent of & privately cwned network. with the British showing

the way, it may be assuwmned thar commercial television will eventually

ke permitted by the French government with resulting improvemeni in

program appeal and size of asdience.

Receivers sre still expensive. In order o reach the lower incoms

brackets the goverament experimented successfully several years ago in

e
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Aisme prevince with closed-circuit television. * In 00 commuaitics receivers
were sel up in ithe local schoel houser and an adinission fee charged.

During the day the sels were used Loy educaiicnal purposes. UNESCOH

iz interested in and is developing this idea

Germany (West)

Twenty-five siations {and i7T praposed) ngw‘me the Germaa netwark.

All transmilters chrry one program of five to six hours duration on a single
channal. In accordance with a 1953 agreement several different brosdeasiing
agancies contribute to the communal program. This is financed by licenss
fees charged for receiving seis.

The number of telavision licenses at present {October 1955} is 3&%, oha
ﬂthnu{h it is @ctt& ihat s many az 80, 009 unlicensed m are now in
cperation, sspecially in areas where outside antennac are not BECRESATY.

Ir is expected that 350,000 receivers will be manufactured in 195§ -including
19,030 for export. The cost of receivers is beiang quickly reduced, and

the public has become imtrush;;iy insistent on 17 or 21 inch wereens,

rather than the yr?vioua i4 iach, At a receni Trads ¥air over 10¢ models
wore exhibited,

*Closed-circult ar “wired television i characterized by the use of wires
directly linking receivers with the transmitter. Industrial television is

au example.

Approved For Release?OOOSpEbZﬁ? : CIA-RDP78-01634R000300030095-2
i



Approved For Release ZOOO@EGEEFIA-RDP78-O163,AR000300030095-2

German set-manufacturers, said to be dissatisfied with the present
pregrame, which they believe scare away large numbers of potential
customiers, will iavest $200,0800 in a "Better TV Programs’’ campaign. --- -~
This might hasten the open commercial use of German television.

Germany is & vital part of the Eurovision complex. German telecasts
are alsc received in several peripheral arsas--Holland, Denmark, France,

And <x  mmw-ma-a-- in nearby Scandasavis.

Goviet influsnce in the future will largely be centered

i ouly an, insignificant experimental stations broadcasts

E&§3ﬁﬁ§ﬁ§%@kﬁd&$ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁéﬂ%ﬂm&;ammhﬁag&mmummwiﬁ;mumnﬁ

a powerful television station. (Investment o far is reported as about

$5, 000, 008, ) Since the only countering station in West Berlin ie 3 small

independent one, a stromg station under Wesrern auspices is badly needed.

Creat Britain

The development of ielevision in Great Britain has geme {arther than
any other European couatry. Transmissions are multiple channel {by
next year &s masy as eight channels will be used, incleding four for
canmmercial broadcasting).

Origisally a BBC monopely, the recemt inauguration of commercial
programs began under the Independent Televisinn Authority. All of England
is covared, and $C percesnt of Scotland. Color transmissions of an

experimental aature have begun. There are !4 cperating stations, three
T
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under construction, 2ad 4 proposed. The estimated number of seix iz over
8 millien. ({(Many of these pick up caly the BBC; thess are rapidly being
converted to receive the ITA broadcasts as well. ) The line definition in
4035 lines-~different from other Europesn standards.

The British engage in a great amount of program exchange: BBC works

with NBC, programs ars exchanged with Canada, and g

including UBSR. England is the most important link in the Eurovisien chain,

ariginating a large amount of the programs. In Septesaber of 1955 the |

first converter on the permanent television link between Britain and the

Costinent was inaugurated, allowing network sctivity betwesn Britain and

countries with different standards. Thus future programs can be seen

simultanecusly in Britain, ¥France, Italy, Switserland, Westorn G«?mmy.
and Berlin, the Netherlands and Belgiwm,

In addition to the British sudience, the Furopean viewers available
through the BBC is of primmary interest to U. 5. interests.

Iceland

While no present plans have besn initiated for television by lceland’'s

state-owned brosdeasting body, it Is reasonable ts assume that steps

eventually may be taken in that direction. Iceland's tolerance of communists

bas permitted & degree of penetration of its broadcasting struciare and

it must be assunsed that the communisis will attempt io promote and

B
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exploit TY for their own purposes. Considering Iceland's cool attitude
towkrd American cultural inflnence, the situation calls for vigilant sttention
and U. 5. action when appropriate. ‘ligement with Ewrovision {via fiim
or Rinescope) wonld be most desirable.
aly

Talevision in Italy s well advanced. Eight master stations sad four
relays blanket the country, with another ZZ master and 44 relays planned.
The preseat RA1 {Radiotelevisiones Italiano) operations conmist of an average
40 hours per wesk over the extenwive network. The government announced
im Pebruary of 1955 that the network will cover Sicily and Sardinia by
the end of 1956, Italy is an integral part of Eurovision, aad a television
appearance by the Pope on the insugural broadcast was a dramatic event
for millions of Europeans.

Present estimates of the smumber of sets in Italy varies between 00, 588
sad 200, 40C, The policy of coxnmaercial television bas been deternsined;

it will be bagun when the number of "officially declared"” receivers exceeds |

i
3
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130,000. The controlling interest is held by the government, bat not
generslly conaidered a sirict p\?eramm mrntiﬂn..

Owners of seta pay & yearly tax of US $29. The t\mﬂg& et sells for
Jost under $500. U. 5. Seta are sow being manufactured locally, with
irnported pictare tubes.

Luaxembourg

mﬁ.e luxemboury, 2 private corporation operaiing under & concession
from the Luxembourg govermsnent, began regular commercial television
breadcasts this year. There are only about a hundred sets in the principality
of Luxembourg. The broadcasts are in French and are aimed primarily
at & potential audience of four million--in Belgium and France. (Radio
’Lthg is conducted primarily as a Freach station. It --- has its
owa television filwm studio in Paris).

Advertising patronage is increasing, and aven some firms who have been
Dasitant kave um the precaution of acquiring future options on desirable
program: hours. Meanwhile television expenses are being borne by profits
from the corparation's radio broadcasts. Uatil such time as the Fresch
television system goes commercial, Luxembonrg will uodoubltediy be an
mportant siation to France.

Timse is available to all who care to buy il. Fresumably all “political
broadcasts™ must recsive prisé Luxembourg Govermrneni approval, as

-5
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has been the case with Radio broadcasts.
Mouace

The single comumercial station, beaming its programs to Fraace and
Raly is owned by the same company whick controls television in the Saar.
Oddly encugh, the antenna is owned by the French goverament and ie leased
on a yearly basis.

There are almost a million persons within the area served by the
Monte Carlo siation.

A statioa broadcasting on 8 semi-experimental basis reaches the Dutch
viewer from within the Netherlands. Television is goverament controlled

with {ive television associations providing programming and & ax on sets

mesting part of the expense.

Television sets are manufactared locally, with some imported from
West Germany. Many Duich viewers owa these sets and receive over-the-
border transmissions from Germany. Program exchanges have taken
mcalwit# Belgiums. At the time of the Coranation temporary equipment
coaverted the Britiah line definition to the Dutch 625 without difficulty.

The Matberiands particpates in Eurovision.
Comuaercial television In the Netherlande seems inevitabie, capecially

following the British initiative. A recent survey of viewers who had seen

-l
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experimental commercial broadcasts indicates that there would be

negligible public opposition. At present there are an estimated 60, (00 sets,
in the sveat of commercial television, it is probables that the goverament

will guarantee time to Dutch political and religious groups.

Morway

There are no definite plans for television in Norway. One tiny
sxperimental transmitter serves the country's twelve receiving sets.
Portugal

In October of 1955 the government sutboriged 3 television corporation
which hopes to be in operation by the end of 1956.

Onae staiion now operates, m& there are between 7, 000 and £, 000 sets
ia the country. Like Luxembourg, howsver, the imporiant potential audience
is "ower the border”, in Weast Germany and France. Operating under &
franchise from the government, broadcmsts sre commercial.

Now under comstruction, &nd scheduled 1o hgjn transmissions at the
time of writing, is 2 powerful staticn known as "Eureope #1 TVY. This
station is owned by the group which contrels the presently operating
station through & complicated stracture of belding companies, and there
has boen 2 great deal of discussion in the French parliament concersing Us

operation. It has been reporied that the controlliag interest of this organisation is

it~
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on tha market. It sow bas a political obligation to km:msi a certsin
numbez of programe for the "Council of Europe”. There is little doubt that
this will be a powerful and imporiant station, at lsast as long as French
telecasting is nom-commercial. But the future nz.m station is tied up in
the fature of the Saar, in the pressures that might be brouglfto bear by

the Freanch goverament and by radio and aswspaper groups.
spats.

The State-gwned Radio Network now operates one experimental television
siation in Madrid, and plane five more transmitters. There are about
1,06C sets in the country.

The Royal Telsvision Commissien broadcasts three eveaings a week on
a single channel on as experimenial station fu “teckholm. snother station
is under comstruction st Gosteborg and two others are proposed.

The government is now coasidering the recommendations of & commities
studying the future of Fwedish television. The committee's majority
opinion suggested that the government should maintain the monopoly but
dissenting members favered coramercial television. At least 99 percent
of Swaden will be covered if the goverament accepts the comumittee’s
suggesiions.

wid~
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There are an estimated 6,500 sats in Sweden, but the commmiites
guesses that there will be about B30, 00 sets within 34 years.

Switzerland has four operating stations, and eight proposed. Owoersbip
is by the State with set owners paying yearly subscription fees. The
present pumber of sels is estimated to be 63&&. {Almost 25 percent of
these sefg are in restacrants and other public places).

Public interest in television is increasing rapidly, especially since
Swiss particpation in Eurovision and special broadcasts of a hookup with
West ﬂitmﬁfjﬁc Four Power Conference in Berlin was telecast to Swiss
viewers. Switserland, because of its geographical praximity to ether
Eurcpsan countries, is destined to play a large partip - -« European
astwork development.

Ia 1954 the Swiss television Service ran a dozen Soviet fims which
had previously been shunned by the :‘;?wiui Mmric Theater fssociation.

It was said that these were the result of an exchange in films; in reslity
the counterpart ¢howings in Russia were confined to a few private showings.
Because of the ease with whick relay antennre can be erected on
‘ Swiss paaks, it is logical to assume that Switzerland will soon be effectively

bisskeoted with television signals.
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Yugoslavia
The govermment hopes to install an experimental station by the end of
this year. Ewves though there are no stations operating, 2 recent magazine
article claims that there are 2, 500 receivers along the Adriatic cosst in
Austria and the Slovenian littoral which receive programs {rom Italy.
Bacause of its proximity to Italy, Yugoslavia eould sasily become &
membear of -~ Eurcvision -----. It also might become, like Finlang,
A ceuntry whers the Soviets will attempt to monopolise television develop-
ment with offers of technical aid and program support. Yugoslavia, like

Fisland and Austria, requires prompt U. 5. action.
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